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Church of England. The new Prayer Book was assailed as
Anglo-Catholic for introducing Mass vestments, the wafer at
Communion services, the eastward position and the mixed
chalice, and for encouraging Mariolatry by giving special col-
lects, epistles and gospels for three additional festivals of the
Virgin. The House of Lords accepted the new Book, but the
Commons rejected it, chiefly by the vote of its Northern Irish
and Scottish members.

That either House had the right to decide on the matter was
strange: for although, among the Lords, Anglicans predomi-
nated, there were a number of Catholic peers; and in the
Commons a great many Dissenters, Catholics, Jews, and infidels.
But Protestantism was the State religion and there were there-
fore remarkably few abstentions from voting, even though it
was a non-party measure: the members had their duty to their
constituents to consider. In 1928 a modified version was drafted,
which the Lords again accepted; but in the Commons the Home
Secretary, Sir William Joynson-Hicks, led the attack against it.
He was an ardent Low Churchman, and had already written a
book against revision, The Prayer Book Crisis. Largely because of
his attacks, the new Prayer Book was again rejected by the
Commons. There was nothing then for the Bishops to do but to
give permission if they chose, each in his own diocese, for certain
parts of the book to be used. The Church had been saved from
officially taking a 'Romeward' step, but that did not prevent
incumbents from conducting services as they wished. The old
principle of compromise had been re-established in the State
religion at least: Anglicanism was all things to all men, and if
congregations objected to processions and candles and incense
and other medieval revivals, they could always take car or bus
to a neighbouring church where services were so low as to sug-
gest a perpetual Good Friday. But the institutions or private
people in whose gift the livings were, usually took pains to keep
a parish at the level of Churchdom which its parochial council
demanded.
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